
The Chamber has set its legislative
priorities for the 2020 session at the
state and federal levels. The Chamber’s
Public Policy Task Force, a volunteer
group comprised of members led by
Vice President of External Affairs Hugh
Carter, met several times as part of the
process of setting priorities, which were
approved by The Chamber’s Board of
Directors earlier this month.
“Advocacy is one of the most impor-

tant functions of The Chamber,” said
Joe Caldwell, The Chamber’s Board
Chair. “By supporting the Lawrence

business community through our work
at the local, state and federal level, we try
to ensure that our local businesses will
thrive now and for many years to come.
We believe our legislative priorities re-
flect that.”
The Chamber’s state legislative pri-

orities cover a range of issues, including
economic development, workforce read-
iness, taxes, health care, infrastructure
and legal reform.
“All of these issues affect the econ-

omy’s health and the success of Law-
rence businesses and residents,” said
Carter. “The Chamber’s priorities
range from the expansion of Medicaid
to competitive economic development

and workforce training assistance pro-
grams.”
The Chamber also creates federal pri-

orities that include items like increased
federal research investments across
agencies, tax policies, education, health
care, fair international trade agreements
and immigration, including protection
for Dreamers.
The Chamber is also part of METL,

a coalition of local chambers from Man-
hattan, Emporia, Topeka and Law-
rence. The METL coalition represents
the voice of nearly 3,000 Kansas busi-
nesses and connects with 28 seats in the
Kansas legislature.
“When our four communities can

speak with one voice, it’s a powerful
message to the legislature,” said Carter.
“METL has been a great addition to our
advocacy toolbox and gets our cities and
representatives thinking regionally on
the biggest issues facing Kansas.”

METL’s priorities include funding
transportation projects, growing the
economy, expanding Medicaid, getting
Kansas students ready to work and for
the state to be fiscally responsible.

To see all of The Chamber’s priori-
ties, visit lawrencechamber.com/priori-
ties. Attend our Legislative Priorities
Breakfast on Friday, January 10 at 8:00
a.m. at Maceli’s, 1031 New Hampshire.
Tickets at lawrencechamber.com.
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Lawrence tech company soars in
drone industry with mission to make
radar systems smarter, safer
As a member of the prestigious As-

sociation of American Universities,
the University of Kansas draws tal-
ent from across the globe, including
founder and CEO of Ainstein, Zong-
bo Wang.
Zongbo moved to Lawrence from

China in 2013 to work as a research
professor. That research in the radar
field spurred the start of a business fo-
cusing on commercial applications of
radar technology in 2015. Ainstein’s
mission is to enable safer driving, fly-
ing, working and living through radar-
based technology. The company fo-
cuses on improving radar systems to
be smarter, more affordable and easier
to deploy.

“Ainstein is another great example
of the beneficial economic develop-
ment impact that can result from
university research,” said G.R. Un-
derwood, president of the Biosci-
ence and Technology Business Cen-
ter (BTBC). “This technology came
from needs at the KU Center for
Remote Sensing of Ice Sheets (CRe-
SIS) and now has implications in mul-
tiple markets. Plus, the company has
grown from two founders to over 20
high-paying jobs. These are exactly
the type of opportunities that have
real, tangible implications for the local
economy.”
In 2016, the team won a $12,000

award at the Unmanned Traffic

Management Preliminary Drone
Sense & Avoid technology competi-
tion, providing the runway for global
distribution. The firm, based in the
BTBC, serves over 300 clients world-
wide, ranging from small businesses to
Fortune 500 companies, with a team
of over 80 employees globally. And
the location next to KU is a pipeline to
talent. Most of the U.S. employees are
KU alumni and the company utilizes
students as interns every summer.

“The BTBC provides the best lo-
cation for a young company to start
and grow,” Wang said. “BTBC offers
a turnkey solution including space, all
utilities and fast speed internet access.
They not only provide all the must-
haves to run a business, they also offer
the support to help young companies
grow.”

Ainstein is ready for the idea of
autonomy in day-to-day life to soar.
The tech company works in multiple
areas, including autonomous driving,

autonomous flying,
industry and special-
ty vehicles, security
and safety, and agri-
cultural and indus-
trial inspection. They
work with clients to
build smarter and
safer drones, aircraft,
vehicles and indus-
trial products. Wang

says the company’s biggest accom-
plishment to date is its year-to-year
multitude revenue growth and the size
of operations over the past three years.
“Our business continues to grow

quickly based on the contracts and the
clients we already have,” Wang said.
“We also expect that we’re going to
be a more recognizable brand name in
the automotive industry.”
Through projects at different re-

search institutes and universities, the
core team at Ainstein has over 100
combined years of experience in radar
research and development. Wang says
the BTBC team has been a great re-
source for the company.
“Multiple times, BTBC connected

us with local businesses, helped us
build trust with them and their busi-
ness,” Wang said. “They have also
supported us by trialing our latest
technology and allowed us to feature
them in our marketing campaign.”

By Lindsey Slater
Director of Communications

The Chamber announces 2020 Board of Directors

The Chamber of Lawrence is pleased
to announce its slate of newly elected
Board of Directors and Officers for
2020. Comprised of professional and in-
spirational volunteer leaders from across
the Lawrence community, the Board of
Directors represents a wide range of in-
dustries and expertise that will be a great
asset to help guide The Chamber and its
staff as it moves forward while focusing
on leadership, advocacy, and growth.

The Chamber would like to thank
Michele Hammann, Rick Hird, Tom
Karasek and Mike Logan for their previ-
ous service on our board.
The following members will serve on

the Board for the coming year and will
begin their service on January 1, 2020.

Executive Officers include:
Chair Mike Orozco, U.S. Bank
Incoming Chair Kirsten Flory, Col-

liers International
Treasurer Derek Kwan, Lied Center

of Kansas
Past Chair Joe Caldwell, Bartlett &

West
Officers include:
Government & Community Affairs:

*Mark Buhler, CEK Insurance
Communications: *Heath Peterson,

KU Alumni Association
Operations: Kristin Eldridge, SNAP

Promotions
Leadership Lawrence: Chip Bla-

ser, Douglas County Community

Foundation
Economic Development: Matt

Gough, Barber Emerson, L.C.
Membership: Bill Schulteis, Cherry

Hill Properties
Innovation & Entrepreneurship: Kev-

in Loos, ICL Performance Products
Workforce: Ron Gaches, Community

Volunteer
Board Members include:
Philip Bradley, Kansas Licensed Bev-

erage Association
Tamara Cash, Educational Consul-

tant
Jana Dawson, Evergy
Sandy Dixon, Plastikon
*Brandon Graham, Jefferson’s Fran-

chise Systems
Russ Johnson, LMH Health

Matt Llewellyn, 23rd Street Brewery
KevinMarkley,MarLanConstruction
Julie Nagel, Sunflower Genomics, Inc.
Crystal Swearingen, Crystal Clear Re-

alty
*Taylor Yoest, JM Smucker
Ex-Officio Members include:
Dr. Douglas Girod, University of

Kansas
*Dr. Kevin Kelley, Peaslee Tech
Dr. Anthony Lewis, Lawrence Public

Schools
G.R. Underwood, Bioscience & Tech-

nology Business Center
Dr. Dan Wildcat, Haskell Indian Na-

tions University
*denotes a new board member

By Lindsey Slater
Director of Communications

The Bioscience & Technology Business Center, located on the West
Campus of the University of Kansas.

By Lindsey Slater
Director of Communications

The Chamber sets 2020 legislative priorities at state, federal level

OCTOBER 2019
by the numbers

Employment: 55,400
Unemployment: 2.6%

Private Sector Hourly Wage:
$23.99

The Chamber has
started publishing monthly
data and analysis on local
workforce indicators.
See all the data at

lawrencechamber.com/data

The Chamber is an excellent
avenue to meet other business

minded people in the community
and allows for the opportunity to

grow your business.
Ben Miller, CPA

MEMBER TESTIMONIAL
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Congratulations to the recipients of our annual awards!

Hon. Jean Shepherd
ATHENA Award

Craig Weinaug
Citizen of the Years

presented by

Join us in celebrating with these outstanding Lawrencians at our Annual Meeting!

The Chamber's Annual Meeting
Friday, January 31

Abe & Jake's Landing
Tickets at lawrencechamber.com

presented by

Photo Courtesy: Chad Lawhorn/Lawrence Journal-World

  News  and  informat ion  f rom The  Chamber  •  Tuesday ,  December  3 1 ,  2019


